
Clay Yearbooks are now on Sale! 
Representatives will be ln your 2nd hour classes next week. Price: $30 
Including free name atampln& lf you purchase before November 25. 

Volume 55 Issue 4 
Clay Hi gh Schoo l 

Novembe r 13. 1998 
So ulh Bend. Indi a na 

9 School Days Left Until Turkey Day! 

lllu !:>tratlon l>v Mlkl' I long 
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The Colonial Crier 
Kiri Nielsen & Temica Moore 
NEWS & OPINION EDITORS 

Yearbooks! Come 'n Get It! 
Minuteman Yearbook representatives will be in second 
hour classes next week an d Thanksgiving week to take 
your yearbook order. Order before Thanksgiving and get 
FREE name stamping. Price will be $28. 

I 
Congrats to One and All! 
After their hard work, Rachel Filley , Allison Kitchner, Kris 
Kurtis, and Grace Snell are Clay's National Merit Scholar 
Commended Students. Way to go! 

Drama-rama 
This year's play , Our Town, Will be performed on the 
aud itorium stage from on Nov. 12-14. Keep your eyes 
peeled for information on times . 

Candy Land 
The German club is having their annual candy sale the 
week of Nov. 15. Support the foreign language department 
and buy some today! 

School Daze 
Lucky us ... Tues. , Nov. 17 is a half day! Take advantage of 

it and get your dail y dose of television and junk food . 

Lollipop, lollipop ... 
Clay's marching band will present its season-ending 
Lollipop Concert on Nov. 19 in the auditorium at 7 :30 pm. 

Hits will in clude Night on Ba ld Mountain and the renown ed 
Clay Fight so ng . 

Feathered friends beware: 
Thanksgiving break is on Nov. 26 & 27 . What are you 
thankful for?? 

Blocked In: The Facts About Block Scheduling 
Kiri Nielsen 
NEWS EDITOR 

Th e coming year may bring 
about the winds of change for 
Clay High . Block scheduling 
is being considered for th e 
new millennium. Before you 
pout and object, listen to 
some of the facts. The idea 
behind block scheduling is to 
reduce the stress of stude nt s 
and teachers by incr eas in g 
the amoun t of time daily to 
teach material as will as the 
time students have to do 
hom ework and st ud y. Even if 
you have a short atte ntion 
span, you may do well in a 
block sche dul ed environ
ment. 

Educational Digest reports 
that there is even an overall 
improvem ent in the climate of 
a blocked school. Opportuni
ties to take extra classes and 
the possibility of early gradu
ation or gaining college cred it 
also make this alternative fa
vorable. 

How it works 
There is more than one 

type of scheduling pattern . In 
fact. two South Bend schoo ls, 
Riley and Washington, have 
a lready adopted very differ-

ent versions of this concept. 
Both schools use extended 
class periods of 90-95 min
utes . 
Riley has taken on 4x4, or 
Block 4 . Students take only 
four classes for the first se
mester; then the next se mes
ter they have four different 
courses, comp leting a year's 
worth of work every eight een 
weeks. This gives the students 
more time to concentrate and 
fewer textbooks. 

Washington chose the 
Block 8 model. Enrollees take 
7 classes, alternating every 
other day ; they also take a 
sem in ar period , which can be 
used for study hall, curricu
lar activ itie s, and other 
projects . They complete each 
school year in the normal 
amount of time. 

Observations 
Principal John Harris and 

Assistant Principal Marcia 
Kelly have encouraged stu
dents to give input and ob
serve block schedu ling by set
ting up field trips to area high 
sc hool s that have a system in 
progress. Gos h en High 

School's 6 -Block Modified 
system was on the list for vis i
tation . 

Junior Nicole Rufuku ex
plained that students had six 
courses alternating three ev
ery ot her day and elongated 
passing periods, or "flex time" 
in between classes. The class 
periods are longer than many 
block types, but the students 
appeared to become more in 
volved in their work . "A posi
tive side to this sched ul e is 
the reduction of stress on the 
s tu dent ' s part. Extended 
amounts of time given to do 
work and fewer classes each 
day give you less to worry 
about," said Rufuku. 

And the catch ... 
Many people are critical of 

block scheduling 's effect on 
curricu lum and how classes 
will be taught. The majority 
of our textbooks are designed 
to accommodate a 45-minute 
class , meaning more than one 
lesson may have to be taught 
to fill up time . Some feel that 
teachers won't know what to 
do with a class tw ice as long 
while some fear that kids who 

learn less quick ly or frequent 
absentees will be left behind. 
Even so, it can be argued that 
long er classes and the idea of 
"flex time" provide students 
with the luxury of more in
depth lesso ns and more op 
portunities to get help from in 
structors. 

Whether or not Clay will 
end up accepting block sc h ed
uling or which format we may 
end up adapting to is unde
cided at this point. It is only 
an option being explored and 
nothing is definite for now. 

Adorned In lheir hablls are Juniors Mike 
Murphy {left) and Dale Shafer. 'Sisters ' 
Murp hy and Shafer roamed the halls 
dressed up ror Halloween. 
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Around the World in Eight Days : Glenn Return s io Space 
Dan Wolfe 
ACTING EDITOH-IN-CI ! I GF' 

Today the word ·11cro" ti. 
tossed aro 11nd qutle o ft en. 
bul real h e roes see m to be 
harde r lll an eve r to flnd. J ohn 
Glc11n ts on e of t h ese t ru e 
Ameri can hero s. G le nn . a 
former U.S. Marin e. was Lhe 
firs t American to or btt the 
Ear th . Now, at age 77, he hafl 
re turn ed to the outer reac h es 
Lll at h e h as mi ssed I hes<' last 
36 yea rs.. 

Glenn's o r l~ 111al space 
night too k pl ace o n Feb. 20. 
1962 and lasted 4 hour s 55 

minut es an d 23 
seco nd s . or 3 full 
o rb its. I l ls cra ft. 
th e M ercury 
Spacec r aft F'rlcnd 
s htp 7. sea te d on ly 
one with 36 cub ic 
feel o f s p ace for 
Glenn . O n the Dis 
couery s ht1Ltle 
Glenn ts arc:ompa 
nlcd by 6 ast r o 
nauts with a tota l 
l l vtniuwo rk l n g 
space of 2324 cu 
bic fee l. Hts slay 111 
ou ter space ls expec ted lo las t 

a b out 8 
da ys 20 
hours. or 
about 144 
orb its. 

W h C I I 

G le nn first 
lifted off ror 
space 111 
1962 hi s 
In I $ S I O II 

was to help 
assert U.S. 
dominance 
It th e ·space 

race· bet wee n tl1e U.S . anti 

th e now former Soviet Uni o n . 
Gil'nn' s c ur re nt mission ot h er 
than h e lpin g th e astronauts 
laun ch probC's for rcse, 1rch 
purpo ses. Is to study the al
feels ol agt 11!,{ 111 the hwnan 
body . 

In I 96'.l C lc nn le-ft a world 
wher e <'lvll rl~ltt!:> movements 
were onl y begtnntn~. comp ut · 
c rs fi ll ed whole roo ms. ancl 
I. v .s were bla ck a nd white. To 
say t11c least a lot has ch ange d 
s in ce then. One thin g. h ow 
eve r. re111al11s the sa me: Lh c 
world st 111 lool<s the same m 1d 
acco rclln g tu Glen n It's s lll l 
"a bso lut e ly gorgcorn,." 

Homeless for the Holidays: One Woman's Story 
Megan Tarbet 
Rya n Ghi as edd in 
STAFF' WRITEJ{S 

Society Is n very dlrftC'ull. 
Judgm ent al wor ld that we fac:c 
m, soon as we wake up . When 
yo u tht11k a b out h omeless 
people. the maj ority of soc i
ety co n si ders th ose peo ple 10 

be t ra s h . th e ou t ca..,ls o f 
inarn,· accomp ll sl 11ncnt s. 

Believe It or not. a lo t o r 
I hat ean be fo und a t lhe 
I lomeles Cent er on Mlchtgan 
S L. 111 clown tow n Sout h Uen cl. 
Th e ncl ual th oug h I o f n ot 
havin g a home sca re:!. a lo t 
of people . but ll sc ar es 
l11c peop le who 11\c at 
t h e she lter lhc m ost. 
M a n y o l u s d r ive by 
ther e. n ot even loo lclng 
111 th at cllrcc tl on, no t rea liz
ing th at thc,;,c peop le arc Ju s t 
like us. 

Eve ry n1g!H. aro und 150 
peopl e s teep a l Th e CenLe r for 
the Home less . Ther e: a rc I 5 
la mill es, and lhe maj orit y of 
t11c m are si ngle morns with 
kll.l s. Thl ' whole ide a Is th a t 
yo u ge t away from being 
homeless to own ing a h ome. 
In fact. lhat ca n tak e years. 
clepc nd l11g on the p erso n and 
whal the ir motlvatton is. 

A woman l h crc by the 
nam e or M a ri on , a sl 11glc 

mo th er of seve n chlldrcn. a nd 
a grand moth er o f o ne. hacl 
lived there for 21 months. rwo 
mon tli s art er :.he mov ed Into 
th e ce nt er 'lhc gove birth to 
twins. Sh e had llvc o ther chi! 
dren lo take care of th al were 
no more th en 5 yea rs old . S he 

a lso hnd l wo tee11a~ 
er~. 1 ha t lived there In 
the bc,Ltt11n\11g. but 
th ey lef t b ecause 

the y were too hu 
111ilia1ed to tl:11 

their fr te11cls 
w h c re 
t h e y 
slept and 
LOU C ll'l 

b a r -
ra sse d tn 
g l V e 
so m eo n e 

t heir t e lephone num be r , 
knowln(( that w hen they 
co llect. th e pho rw would a n 
sw f'r It. ··ce 11ter for the I lome 
le ss." 

Marlon ha:. ha d on e dream 
fo r th e p as! year a n cl a half 
to pro vide a de ce nt living e n 
v1ro nn1enl for her childr en. 
She knew that a h o m eless 
center was no t 11. S h e sa id 
th at It was very s lrl cl. You had 
to wa k e up at 6:00 In th e 
morntng , and yo LJ went to b eet 
al 10:00. There wm, a l&o a '' No 
Food." polic y. whtrh m C'ant 

tl1at whatewr you a te h a ct 10 

come from the vending ma 
ch in es or the· cafeteria. They 
didn 't a l low foo d tn l11c 
roo ms; however. tha t rule hm, 
c hanged because o f Marlon . 
St,e refused I n kt her chll 
clrC'n ~o lo slet'p hun~r y, so 
fro m lim e tu lime she would 
&n eak food lnl o he r room. In 
lhc mornin g I h ey 1,om cti rncs 
have a roo m c llec l< to sec ti 
a ny of th e gues ts ai'l' hid ing 
food 01 dr ugs. 

Luckily. s he was n eve r 
ca ught . ll ad s he 1Jcc 11. she 
wou ld ha ve bcc11 pu11lsl1cd . 
This Is cal led Ft 'timeou t. · 
Wlwn so m eo n e ha s broke n a 
rul e hr or sh<' mu st leave the 
ce nter for a week. Tl1al 's t l1e 
t l r sl a ncl secon d ., ... 

Slit' hai d lhat the 

Cen ter s dir ecto r. Lo u Nanni. 
said so rnc lhtn g very Important 
to lie r that she n eve r forgot. 
He sa id . "You 're two che c ks 
aw.i y from bein g homd css." 
Thi s mec.1nt th at be ing home 
less ts n ot only wllen you don't 
know where you 're go ing to be 
In th e n ext stx mont h s: It also 
mca11s lh al you might ha ve to 
for mul ate a p lan for tomorrow. 
You ca n h ave a roof ove r yo ur 
h ea d . but tf yo u d on ' t know 
how long that roof ts go ing to 
last, llrnl's when vou reall1.c 
thal you don ' t h ave a plan. 

Th e re Is o r a in b ow fo r 
Marlon. Late r on th is mo11l11 
s h e will b e m ovl n ~ 111to a 
h ou se o f he r ow n . She !:>aid , "I 
wa n te d so in ct hln g better for 
my kids. Now my fou r year old 
now wi ll h ave h er ow 11 roo m . 
a nd she ca n't wall!" M~1rl o n 
hacl no family. or a boyfriend 

to move m wtl h . but 'l l1c said 
~1·111 tou g her tll e11 I cvt.•r 

Lhoughl. 1 th oug ht I 
11t·eckd a ma n tn my llfc 

ancl I rcali1.cd I'd l!kc lO 

ha ve a m a n , but I 
~1.... don't 11ccd o nt:' My 
• kids arc a ll I h ave. 

and a ll l want." Thi s 
woman ts living pro of 

thal h o.rd work a nd detcrmi 
no(l on will om · day pay off. no 
n1otle r wlio yo u are . 
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All N.I.C MEMBERS 
Boys' Soccer 
l st- Josh Hains 
2nd-Judson Howard 
Hon. Men.-Reed 
Nelson,Seth Ponder 

Girls' Soccer 
l st- Jenna Sousley, Nicki 
Wrass, Erin Poe(NIC 
M.V.P), 
2nd- Kristen Rodick, 
Jamie Temple 

Boys' and Girls' X-Country 
2nd- Paddy White 
Hon. Men.-Nathan 
Rupert Chris Kolenda 

Volleyball 
l st- Rachel Vandergriend 
(NIC M.V.P) 
Hon. Men- Brooke Wilkins 

Football 

2nd-Amanda Jones 
Hon. Men.- Katie 
Zientara 

Tennis 
l st- Vijay Ramanan 

l st- Judson Howard (Punting) 
Eric Brusda (Down Line) 

2nd- Ian Nelson (Off. Line) 
Joel Steele (Quarterback) 
Pat Luecke (Def. End) 

Hon. Men- Chris Hayen (Wide Receiver) 
Robert Jackson (Running Back) 

\lrlJrouglJ 
l\abe' g €peg 

Today women aren't the 
same. I say that because lhey 
are impossible to keep happy. 
Have you ever been going out 
with a girl, and also been 
asked to do something with 
another. Yes sir, been there 
done that many times. All 
right a little advice on how to 
handle these crucial 
situations. 
Step 1- Ask yourself" Will my 
.(!;irlfriend get mad" 
Step 2- Think is this person 
worth losing my girl for. 
Step 3- This is the most 
important step and should be 
in your head at all times 
"WILL SHE FIND OUT" (this 
does not mean that you go out 
and cheat on her) 
Step 4- How much money do 
you have in your pocket 
Step 5- Is she fire!! 

If you have fully gone 
through all of these steps and 
could not find a reason that 
you should not go out with 
this babe, then my friends in 
the words of my great uncle 
Joe "Don't be a fool. you only 

live once " Yes, that means you 
go for it and have a good time. 
Now that I have probably got 
every girl in the school hating 
me , I'd better move on to the 
next subject. 

This goes out to all the 
men out there who are in a 
serious relationship right 
now. Those of you who are 
in one. that's cool and all but 
let me tell you something 
nothing lasts forever, (if you 
don't believe me just ask 
coach Huppenthal how long 
my basketball career lasted) . 

I see relationships like a 
vertical line , and the higher 
you get up that line the 
harder you will fall. So I will 
leave you with this quote 
"Why make one girl miserable 
when you can make them all 
happy.'' 

Peace-out and thanks for 
seeing things Through Dave 's 
Eyes and remember: You 
don 't have to like me, you're 
just mad cuz I tell it how it is 
and you tell it how it might 
be. 

Featured Athletes 
Cortney Elliott and Emily Holke 

Cortney and Emily have both been swimming for all three years of 
high school. Besides being the top swimmers on the team they are 
also best friends. 

Favorite Class: IOL 
Favorite Person: Emily 
Favorite Coach: Mr. Kytta 
Favorite Song: "Crash"(Dave Mathews Band) 
Favorite Pig-out Food: Breadsticks and Cheese 
Favorite Sport: Swimming 
Favorite Team: Chicago Cubs 
Pregame Meal: Velvita Shells-n-cheese 
The Worst Place to Live: South Bend 
Would you Rather be Poor and Happy or Wealthy 
and unhappy: Wealthy and unhappy 
Prized Possession: Dewey 
Superstitions: Drink Powerade before every meet. 
If I Switched Places With Anyone, It Would Be: Joe 
Biggest High School Win: beating St.Joe at City 
Biggest High School Loss: Losing to St. Joe 
Hobbies: Chillin' with my friends 
In 15 years you see yourself as: married 

Favorite Class:IOL 
Favorite Person: Cortney 
Favorite Coach: Brian Barnes 
Favorite Song: "Summertime in the LBC" 
Favorite Pig-out Food: Bread and Mustard 
Favorite Sport: Swimming 
Favorite Team: Chicago Bulls 
Pregame Meal: Crackers and Gatorade 
The Worst Place to Live: South Bend 
Would you Rather be Poor and Happy or 
Wealthy and unhappy: Wealthy and Unhappy 
Prized Possesion: Dino 
Proudest Moment: 2nd place at city 
Superstition: wear same goggles 
If I Switched Places With Anyone, It Would Be: 
My sister 
Biggest High School Win: City Champions 
Biggest High School Loss: St. Joe at Sectionals 
Hobbies: Chillin' with my friends 
In 15 years you see yourself as: a house wife 



November 13 , 1998 

Michae l Hong & Po oya 
(Ryan ) Ghiaseddin 
FEATUHE EDITOR & STAFF 
WH!TEH 

s·u p' ll"s M· Dogg and 
Kllla G. Thuf,l~l11' ln lhc P11b· 
llc ,1t tnn..., Hoorn, Wl' decided ll 
wa~ lim<.' to /.(t'l s ome school 
sptrll. 

For I ho st· of yoll who ll'nd 
to rtncl voursclves wtth wuflle 
marks ·011 vour cheeks dul'
lng plays wt· h av r found u 
!:>Olut Ion . Lkflnillon Comedy 
Club· nu organtzallon ol crn 
tv.y. crwrgellt · l<·<·nagers that 
perform lo I he ,1ulllcnc<.' 
mcmbcrs' crlC's of, ·Aw, ht·cks 
naw . ' I l1em·s crn -nzv . • 

"They flnna 1cm: <la l'l11h 
up" says Sc11lor Jen Rizk . 
"Tlwrn·s cr :1-t11.v." The show . 
c·omln~ up on . NOVEMBER 
20 on c1 FRIDAY. Is a11 ex 
pected •wllout. So for all you 
slac ·kc1 s 0111 tlH'n '. l>uy your 
tlckcls wlt cn wt· pre sell 
them . 

Fol' those or ruu wllo a rl' 
sllll scrall'11h1g ·yum hl ·,u.ls. 
womkrl111.t, "Wh,u's l'hc Sllov.· 
gon11u bl· all aho111r wc'rl' 
about lo tl'II yas, The Slww is 
of Lile s .. 1lurda y Nic(lll Llvt·. 
MAD rv ~e11rc . Bo ust Ing 
around lR sklfs. with lrnprov 
ln lwtwc< ' n cal'h , The Show Is 
~01111<1 be phal(Prt't ty I lot And 
Tt'mpt111g) . " I got my seals 
pre rcs<'r vcd, y o." 1,a_vs ,hill · 
ior C ase y Stafrorcl . "Them·s 
era c\zy.· · 

Anticlp.ittcm for the event 
ha ... alrc,1dy c·a11st·cl anxiety 
fc.11 many sl11cl<·11ts . · ram hypt : 
for lltl' Co111ecly Clul> sl1ow . H 
Is ~oli1g In lw n :ully rcullv 
runny.' s.i y s S c11101 J1·nna 
Sou sly wttl1 hrnncm,t· e11ll1u
sf,1sm. " 'I hem's l'J"a·azv .· Se
nior Brookt ' Wilk lns • clut ' i · 
date s , "Comcdv Club 1s tile 
homb ·dilly . Tile l>csl people ol 
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Clay High Schoo l's Drama Club Presenls 

Clay lllgh School arc In The 
Club. Keep II riz -ccl. Thc·m 's 
era ·azy ... 
for all you haters out lhnc, 
Senior Frnnt:lne Plcrrat ad 
vit-tcs. "Do 1i'l hate. l'urUclpatc. 
Them·s ... uh ... how clo I put 
11 ... c'fa azy ." 

Wt·II. since about three · 
fourths of our arttt:lc Is 
quotes. we 're goln~ lo gtH· you 
some tacts about The Club : 

1) There wen • no animitls 
hurmccl In I he produC'tlon or 
ou1 show . 

2) Okav. somt· ... but lhL·rc 
arc plt'nl y ba11cllcools 111 l11e 
outback . 

:J) Spike'!- gonna bal Ile jttst 
for 'J he Show . 

•Ii W<.''1e lei ling l3JQ out of 
his cugt' (u11mu1.1.lcd)just for 
your vtcwln~ plcosttr<· . 

51 One word for tlw tntcr 
mts~lon show · Rtvercl,mC"cl 

5aJ F'or the l11lerml:-.!>lo11. 
wc 'n • playing nothtn~ but I he 
ac::,lhcl1t· 111ajc·st1ts of Yaun! 
lJw,t ICJI Killa GJ 

61 The whole show is UN 
Cl~NSORED 

7) l'lh I fi lX I• II~ 

HJ There Is aucllcrn ·l· par 
tll'lpatton 111 The Show . 

9) Th e Cornl'dy Club Is 
use r frlenclly . !Exct ;pl for lhul 
orw lime with lhc hula hoop 
and 1hc mt·tal rod will! 
the .. never minu .J 

I OJ We wlll ,lll be 011 Proza c 
llw 111ght of the show . 

F1•IIO\~ member s of da ' 
Club arc : Splk1•, Wlua. PD. 
Ronnac·, BJ{.), TP , The /\mhas 
s ado,. S chpooky . Kitch. 
1kt hy Boo . Stu p1cl, l '<·,H· 11. 
Morra-£\ f''aunclv - B. TtJf. 
l\.fo rgai ·tta. IJl011clic: 1kt '. Brl t (. 
Notia. Klllt1 Ci .. ,incl M-Dn~ . 

Senior Amanda Jones 
wraps it up : ·1 don't know 
wll,1110 s ,1y Tlll'm's en1-a1.y. " 

BJQ (Bryan Cole) 
,vill see you lhere! 

Our Town 
I !er e arc so me sce nes fr om th e Dram a Cl11b's fa ll pl ay. Our 
Tuw1 1. I fyoL. 1 mb sed It las l nl g hl. lontgl 1l'1:, l hc ntgltll 

l, 

Sta.e;c 
Man ager 
(Sa rah 
I l cndri cks) 
nar rat es a 
m orn ing In 
Our Town . 

"r la nd m e so me 
more of th ose 
b ea ns ... " says 
Moth er Gibb ~ 
(LceAnn Seari ght ) l 
Mr s. Webb (Marla 
Smith ) 

Emll y Webb (Shaina 
Ta elman) re ncct s 
over her fee lin gs fo r 
Geor ge Gibb s (Seth 
"Ronni e" I lenclr it ks) 

If yo u ml<;secl Our town last nt ,gh L. It 's no l too lal l'! T here's 
a sho w to ni g ht a l 7:00 p. in . ancl a n oth e r show Lomor row 
(Sa lurc lay. Nov. 14) at 7:00 p.111. a lso . 

TV's New Fall Line-Up 
Eastern Scott 
STAF F WRJTEH 

ll ave vou f'Ve r bt·e n al 
hom e 011 ·one of th ose lo ne ly 
week days u ntl you l 1nvc 11olh · 
In~ to do. Well. th<' bcsL l htn g 
Is lo watch TV. Tilt'rC''s a lwav1, 
so m ethi n g on a n d I h ere Is· a 
lin r up o l'n cw s h ows l hul a rc 
lu1111v. No m a tl ct wha t l<lncl 
of pci·son yo u arc I ilco,,c shows 
a re gua ra nl l'l' cl to cn tc r laln 
a nybo dy. l! er l' ·s a few n ew 
s h ows tha t migh t l'UlC'h your 
n t lcn tlon. 
NBC Jt'sse. Trtnlly. Co1tmd 
Bloom. Will & Grnce. 

J.;11,orc! Encu rl' ! 
C'BS f<lng q/ Queens. fJcck<:'r. 
L.A. Doctors , Maggie Wl11ters. 
Buclcly F'mo. Marital Law. To 
I Eave & to I lo lrl 
ABC Til e Ilu g/Jlcys. Spor ts 
Ntg ll l. Tile Secret L/1 '<'Sq{ Men. 
Two of n Ki n cl. 13rotl w r 's 
Keeper. Fnnlnsy lslancl. Cu 
p lcl. Coste llo 
F'OX Tlta/ 70's Slluw. Br im 
SIO ll l' 
WA - Fellcily. Clwr111ecl 

T hesl' ar c th e new shows 
for I lw fa ll tclt'vls lon li neup. 
Don't tou d 1 th a t r emo te we' ll 
bt rig ht bark flflc r t hese mes 
sage1>. 
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I know people who have 
craved for freedom after high 
school. I've seen the same 
people , freedom obtained, asking 
for the captivity of a home's 
security. 

Taking charge of one's life is 
one of the hardest changes we, 
as teens , must go through . Many 
of us take responsibility for 
granted: we wait for our parents 
to wake us up in the mornings, or 
procrastinate as much as we 
possibly can until our teachers 
take the initiative. What 
teenagers must realize is that 
there is a big step after high 
school they may not be ready for. 

If you're planning on going to 
college, especially an out-of-state 
college, you're going to find 
yourself alone. When I say alone, 
I mean in the sense of there's 
going to be no one there to wake 
you up for classes (unless your 
roommate is a true friend); no 
one to make sure your essay is 
done; or whether or not you 
studied for tomorrow's exam. 
You're going to find yourself in 
your parents' shoes, making 
decisions and dictating your life 
for the better. 

This editorial is just a friendly 
reminder that taking the initiative 
right now, may prepare you for 
what lies ahead . Freedom is 
bliss , but it comes with a heavy 
burden . You have to take the 
reigns of your own life, and guide 
yourself through what you think is 
right and wrong. Most of all, you 
have to take the consequences 
of the decisions you make. Your 
parents will only be a phone call 
away, but they won 't be there 24 
hours to hold your hand . 
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Hooked On Ebonics 
Temica Moore and Eastern Scott 
OPINION EDITOR AND STAFF WRITER 

Have you ever walked down the 
hallway and heard phrases that you 
don't understand? Do you feel like 
you're learning a new language trying 
to keep up with all of the latest slang? 
Well worry no mor e. Eastern and I have 
decided to keep you posted on all of the 
meanings of the latest words. No longer 
will you feel ebonic illit erate. 

One of the most frequently used 
words in ebonies is the word "bunk." 
This word is simply used to describe 
something that is not good in anyway. 
For example a party that is boring would 
be defined as bunk . 

Another frequent word is "p layer 
hater. " A player hater is someone who 
is jealous. They want what you have or 
they don't want you to have it. They 
will stop at no means to obtain what 
you have. 

The word "grip" generally means a lot 

or a long time depending on the context. 
For example the phrase, "I haven't seen 
her in a grip," would mean, "I haven't 
seen her in a long time ." On the other 
hand the phrase , "I got a grip of 
homework ," would mean "I have a lot of 
homework. 

A more advanced phrase wou ld be "off 
the barr el head. " This is just another way 
of saying right this second or right now. 
Many students use th is phrase in 
excitement. 

Words can mean many things and be 
used in various ways. Hopefully this 
gu ide to ebon ies will help you spice up 
your future conversations and help you 
understand other conversations. The 
next time you hear, "That's off the barrel 
head," That party was bunk ," "She's a 
player hater ," or "I haven 't been the re in 
a grip," you' ll know exactly what it 
means. 

Looking Forward to Thanksgiving 
Justin Brandon 
STAFF WRITER 

Thanksgiv ing Day is defined by The 
American Heritage Dictionary as: A U.S. 
nalional holiday set apart for giving 
thanks to God, celebrated on the fourth 
Thursday of November. The holiday is 
st ill celebrated on the fourth 
Thursday of November, but the 
purpose has been long 
forgotten by many people. 

On the first Thanksgiving 
Day the pilgrims did not 
stuff themselves and 
vegetate on their La-Z
Boy recliners. They 
surely did not 
witness Barry 
Sanders running 
through the 
Pittsburgh Stee lers' 
secondary on that 
coo l November day , 
but they might have 
enjoyed a good NFL 
contest if there was s u ch a thing back 
the n . 

"I look forward to lots of food and 
footba ll on Thanksgiving." sai d Junior 

Alan Rubin. That was the answer given 
by many clay students interviewed. 
When asked what Tha nks giving means 
to him Senior Matt Damon sa id , "Food, 
fami ly, good times , and days off 

school." Senior Abbie 
Grooms got right to the 
point, "We be grubbin'." 
Lauren Barker who is 
also a senior says that 
"Eve rybody likes it when 
a turkey shakes 
something." In School 
Suspension Supervisor 
Doug Scruggs said, "I 

am thankful fo r the 
Lord's Goodness." 

How you will celebrate 
Thanksgiv in g Day this year 
is up to you. Maybe you will 

go see a movie , or look 
forward to the big 

shopping day following 
the holiday , or maybe 

s leep in g in sounds good to yo u . 
However. the Lions are playing the 
Steelers th is thanksgiving and that over 
stuffed La-Z-Boy recliner is ca llin g out 
your n ame. 
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Casti ng your ballo t 
Mega n Tarbet 
S_T AEF wmn:R 

Fro m th e age 13 LO 20, we a rc whaL 
yo u could say "a blossom ing age." 
Wh en we go lo co llege. eve ry th ing 
th at we h ave been wug l1l a n d has 
come lnlo ou r lives will h ave prepared 
u s for th at mom e nt. The m oment 
wh e11 you will rea lize. yo u 're :rn aciul t. 

Man y ll'enager::.. loo k forward lo 
two ages th at will give them the right 
no t Lo be car d ed for cigar e tt es or 
alco liol. ll owcv cr , u ot all l ecns reac h 
th e age of l 8 co n::.lc.ler tha t th ey ca n 
bu y ciga rettes. but lhDL th ey can vole. 
Becau se the mo n lh Is Nove mber. 
everyw h ere yo u loo k. whe th er It 's o n 
th e TV. o n yo ur radio. or eve n In yo ur 
n eigh bor·~ ya rd . s1gm, of pol1 llcla ns 

be our fu ture leade rs. We wo n 't be voting 
for a new pr esi dent L111lll the yea r 2000. 
but th e e lec tio n time Is n ow for sc h oo l 
board m e mb ers. s h e r iffs. co u11ty 
prosccu iors. a n d cong ress m en . 

campaigni ng a rc eve ryw h er e . 
Hetn g 18 mean s tha t you're 

a ccount a ble In the re sull!:. for w ho will 

Senior Chris Brickley tnes make up his mind on 
whom to vote for. For many seniors and some 
Juniors. this was the first oppertunlty for them lo 
vote 

Point of View 
If you were stranded on a 
desert island which would 
you not want lo be without: 
a bar of soap, a toothbrush , 
or your radio? 

"I would tak e n rcrdlo 
LJccCILtst! yo u need o suurc:e 
qJ entcrtalrnnt.ml /f you 're 
0'1 etn f.'>hlncl bU !)OIi rse/{." 
Se ni or E rica Anderson 

., U'Ott lcl take (I bar qf SOCI[) 

because the oilier lwo are 
useless." -So ph omore 
Ju-:lln I law,ka 

Ma ny you n g adu lts could ca re less 
e ith e r way, b u t p e rso n a lly, I would 
co n s ider the thrHl that what I had to say 
co unt ed toward choos ing th e peop le who 
rep resen t us. After b~lng ig n o red or 

s llen ced by on e's a utho ri ty. lurnt ng 
18 and being h eard by a dull s vote 
wou ld c reate a feeling of makin g a 
diff er ence. 

Tw o teenagers . wh o wis h ed to 
rc m,1tn a n onymous had so m ething 
to i:,ay abou t yo un g peop le bei ng ab le 
lo vole . O n e stude n t said. " I d1 osc 
n ot lo re giste r because I'm a 
Dem ocrat. bul I do nol s upp ort Lh c 
ca 11c.lldatcs." Another s tu dent said." 
l thi n k t h at p eop le who l1avc Lhe 
o pp or tu11il y to vote. o;h o ulcl vole. 
be ca u se we always complain about 
o ur rci:,trlcllons ." 

We co u11l a lot. and when It co rnci:, 
lo a futu re that will Involve all of ui:,, 
being seen an cl h eard. Just mak es our 
fu tur e more exc llln g. 

I 

"A 1uotl1hru::;h IJecnw,e II 
nil q( 11orir teeth.fnll out . 
!JOU can 'I <.'er/ sulldfno<is. 
Senior Matt Wilson 

"I rlu11 ' t 11c>ed crny qJ I ll e 
1hrt'<'. I 'm a rea l mCtn. " 
Soda ! S ltld les 

Tmwhcr Al Har tma11 

New Greenbacks in your pocket 
Dale Sha fer 
SJ'At:F WlT~R 

About a mo nth ago. l was p erform ing 
my clally du ties working a t MelJer. The 
n ew 1we111y d ollar bill s ha d ju st been 
Issued lly t he fed era l Bank or th e U.S. 
I 11ad just received a few of th ese new 
J ackso nb because II was payday. Many 
pe op le feel that Lhcse new bills look like 
·p lay money.' tn cl u dt ng a n unkn ow n 
s ho pper who ~ot one out of th e ATM In 
1he s tore . S h e came In cle111a11cltng tha t 
we cxc·ha 11gc th at bill for a rcu l one . S h e 
wanted to co mpl ain to th e b a nk . but It 
was c losed for th e d ay. S he . among 
nrnn y other peop le In th e na tio n feel that 
th e n ew formnt looks fake . /\c co rdlng 
to Ncwsweelc magazine ( November 2. 

1998), thc "gnarl y 18 12 wa r h er o looks 
more like a blow- dr ied romanti c poe t . 
With a ll of the co n fu s ion. do yo u think 
tha t th e Federal Ba n k wa& co neernccl 
wit h t he hills look in g co unte rfeit? 
Newswec:/c says no. I le re·s why: · 

-The n ew sea l 011 th e left fr ont or th e 
bill rcpresC' nt s the Federal Bank. (In case 
you we re woncll'rl np;J 

-J ackson 's p ortra it Is off ce nt ered. 
a nd th e ·ghost face·. or watl'rmark on 
th e 50'~ a nd 1 OO's Is cll..,playcd on th es e 
new b lll .s. 

A polyme r th rencl glows under ult ra
vio lent ll~h ts . Ill Ii:, mad e as a pa rt or the· 
bill . roull(I 011 th e left of th e b ill. vcr t lca lly 
above tlw stg 11a lur e or th e Treasurer or 
the U.S. ) 

-The 11urnbcr "20" lb g reen wh en seen 
btra lp;ht. but b lack from an angle. (p;ood 
lu ck re- printin g thul! } 

-There arc fin e lin es behind the 
port ra it. (Try ropy1 ng that 011 the orncc 
Xerox. Well. maybe not. You cou ld get 
::irrcstecl for eountcrfc lll11~.J 

Alm os t everyone t h a t I ta lkccl to. 
In c ludi n g Mr s. Dawn DcFrccuw, a 
carc1er1a worker at Clay sat e! "They look 
pho ny because of lhc co lor ancl tbc race 
being off centere d. .. Others th ink th a t 
I h e n ew for mat Is pretty cool. "Th e new 
lwen l lcs a rc pr clly light beca u se they 
look lik e p lay money" commen t eel 
Soph omore Ia n Cla rk and Se nior Hya n 
Rlft~lc. 
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SHOULD PROFE5510NAL ATHLETES 
RECEIVE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT? 

Mr. Bob Harvey, 
Geography Buff 

"Obviously no. However , 
think their personal lives 
should be kept out of the 
media." 

"No. They are 
normal people 
like the rest of us, 
they just make 
more money." 

Sen ior Sh amarrah Pates 

"After looking up preferential in the 
dictionary, I know the definition. I 
think athletes should. If the people 
are happy, then the 
society would be happy, thus 
yie ldin g a just society." 

Unknown Sen ior 

"We don't know what 
preferential means. Does it 
mean looking out of the cor
ner of your eye?" 

Juniors Art Cafiern. Rob 
Irvine. Nicole Rufuku. and 
Michelle Ebersol 

Freshmen: 669 
Sophomores: 488 

Juniors: 307 
Seniors: 123 

This does 110/ include weekends or vacations. 
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